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Introduction

The purpose of a Design Statement for Wem is to identify what is
special and unigue about the town and to ensure that any future
development, in terms of both building and setting, maintains the
identity of Wem. This is especially important within the conservation
area that covers the main central streets of the town. It must be the
voice of Wemians and it is for the benefit of Wemians, both present
and future. Paper questionnaires were delivered to every household in
Wem town, 181 of households completed a questionnaire.






The recommendations for
development schemes are:

e There should be green open spaces in all housing developments. This
should include trees and soft plantings

e There is a need for paths for pedestrians, disabled vehicles, cyclists etc.
between all housing areas and shops

e The River Roden and its flood plain is of significance and should be
preserved and enhanced

e The colour, texture and use of
materials for building exteriors
and fittings in the historic centre
of Wem should be in sympathy
with existing buildings

e New housing should harmonise
with neighbouring buildings
especially in terms of external
building design

e There should be strong controls
to protect the buildings in the
conservation area.

e The main focus for shops should

be in the High Street and
immediate surrounds

e There should be a restriction of
heavy goods vehicles in the High
Street during daylight hours

e Anintegrated bus and rail service
is essential for an expanding
town

e New facilities, especially those
for the young and old, are vital

if Wem is to grow
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Prior to the arrival of the railway in the 1850s, Wem was connected to
surrounding market towns by a number of stagecoach routes. Several inns
in the centre of town catered for passengers and horses. These lost their
importance in the 1850s when the Crewe - Shrewsbury railway opened.
The latter is still open, and gives Wem an advantage over towns such as
Ellesmere and Market Drayton, which lost their rail links in the Beeching era.
A bus service connects Wem to Whitchurch and Shrewsbury.

The town is a mixture of architectural styles from the mediaeval to the
modern. Buildings in the old centre are largely timber-framed though this
may not be apparent externally. Nearly ninety buildings are listed Grade
Il. These are mainly concentrated around Chapel Street and Noble Street
in the conservation area, though some are as far out as Aston Street and
Soulton Road. The management of the conservation area could, at its most
charitable, be described as ‘light touch’. Despite this, there are numerous
notable buildings still surviving, including the Old and New Halls, Sambrook
Hall, Trentham House and Drawwell House, and others including those
listed overleaf.












The Town Centre

Wem's town centre is based around the High Street and car park. Itis a mix of
businesses, mainly retail but some commercial, residential, leisure, including
Wem Town Hall and various cafés and pubs, plus the parish church. As the
population increases new businesses should be encouraged within this area.
There are sufficient properties to allow this without affecting this balance.
The High Street boasts one of the largest proportions of independent
retailers in the country and shopping there is an enjoyable experience.
Ninety percent of residents interviewed wished the town centre to continue
as the main retail and service area.

Wem is a delightful example of a small market town with integrity of building
design within the centre, coupled with many attractive historic buildings.
This attracts tourists and visitors— something that can be encouraged and
expanded. Many townspeople commented on the design of these buildings,
with 81% believing that the colour and texture of new buildings should
be in sympathy with those already existing in their immediate vicinity and
82% believed that they should be modelled on the features of buildings
in the town centre. Wem residents also believe that with careful design,
traditional buildings can co-exist with those of vernacular design.

The historic buildings outlined in the previous section are an important part
of the town’s character and should be conserved and enhanced- a move
supported by 80% of those who responded to the survey.












Public Transport

Wem benefits from having retained its railway while surrounding towns lost
theirs in the 1960s. The station has a regular stopping service to Shrewsbury,
Whitchurch and Crewe. Some express trains also stop in the early morning
and evening for the benefit of commuters to Birmingham and Manchester.
This is a facility that needs to be enhanced and encouraged as the town
expands.

Wem also has regular bus service in each direction on the Whitchurch to
Shrewsbury route and a mini-bus service to local villages. Further bus services
to Ellesmere and Market Drayton were suggested in ordered to enhance the
public transport network.

The town bus provides a regular daytime service to outlying areas of Wem.

New housing developments should provide infrastructure that wiill
accommodate new routes linking peripheral estates to the commercial centre
and railway station. This is regarded as important by 85% of questionnaire

respondants.



People before cars

Any development involving increased traffic will need to be accompanied
by a traffic control system in order to restrict over-sized vehicles and delivery
vans in the town during the hours when shoppers and visitors make use of
the High Street shops. 84% of respondents to the questionnaire believed
that there should be a restriction on heavy goods vehicles and tractor-
hauled loads in the High Street during daylight hours.

The town has a network of footpaths between the town centre and housing
areas that form potential routes for tourist trails. These could be enhanced
to accommodate pedestrians, disabled vehicles, cyclists etc. and provide
continuous walks around the town which might include the Town Hall, the
Millennium Green, and the many attractive listed buildings.

There is also potential to improve walking opportunities along the River
Roden, currently a haven for wildlife.

Well signposted and maintained, these walks will provide safe links between
all parts of the town and will encourage visitors to explore it and to make
use of its varied shops and facilities.
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