
30.10.25 Agenda item 5f Meeting with Alex Wagner 22.10.25  
 

Report on Meeting held with Deputy Leader of Shropshire Council held on 22.10.25 

Attended by Cllrs Hudson, Gilchrist, Barker, Johnson, Soul, Towers and Town Clerk 

Alex explained to the meeting the current financial situation facing Shropshire Council and 

the fact that the Council needs to change the way it works with Towns and Parishes. Various 

services were discussed including: 

Streetscene 

This service incorporates a wide range of work areas, including street cleaning, hedge 

cutting, litter picking, graffiti removal, and maintenance of street furniture. 

Alex explained that Streetscene is a statutory duty that Shropshire Council must undertake 

and that Kier is currently contracted to deliver this service. However, the contract with Kier 

has recently changed, allowing entire parishes to be removed from the contract on the 1st of 

April each year. 

Shropshire Council is keen to pilot a new model from 1 April 2026 for one year in Shifnal, 

Oswestry, Shrewsbury and Broseley. Under this model, the Streetscene function in each 

town would be delegated to the respective Town Council. These towns would receive from 

Shropshrie Council the savings made from their removal from the Kier contract to run 

Streetscene services at a more local level. 

Alex explained that in the first year, the Town Councils would receive the full amount 

equivalent to the cost of the Kier contract for that town. This amount would then be reduced 

each year on a sliding scale. As the service would be delegated to the Town Councils, it 

would also be possible for them to relinquish the responsibility, returning it to Shropshire 

Council. 

Towns not included in the pilot project would see a reduced Streetscene service going 

forward, as the overall contract will need to be scaled back to save money. Shropshire 

Council intends to operate Streetscene at the legal minimum, focusing on basic 

environmental health and pavement cleaning operations. 

Questions were raised about the need for a current Streetscene specification for Wem and 

the funding that would be made available. This would then allow discussions to begin on 

whether the Town Council has the capacity to take the service in-house or whether it would 

need to be contracted out. 

Further questions were asked about the availability of tools required to carry out the work, 

such as sweeper machines and whether Shropshire Council would provide capital funding to 

purchase them. No clear response was given, although Alex noted that Shrewsbury Town 

Council had recently purchased its own sweepers. He added that it would be up to each 

council to determine arrangements for the use of sweepers, which could be included in a 

contract with a street cleaning business. 

Wem Libraries 

The future of The Morgan Library and Wem Library was raised, but no clear information was 

provided. It was noted that libraries would be expected to make significant savings in the 

next financial year. Alex was encouraged to look at the model developed by Telford and 

Wrekin Council regarding the transfer of libraries to Town Councils. 

White Horse 

The White Horse was also discussed. Those present were informed that the renovation of 

the building is being considered alongside other projects in the county. No clear decision has 

yet been made about its future use. 


