The Friends of Whitchurch Road Cemetery Autumn 2025 Update
Lichfield Diocese Churchyard Award Scheme – 2025 Gold Award. In Spring we applied to be considered for the Lichfield Diocese Churchyard Award Scheme, and several times during the Summer we were visited by undercover judges. At the awards event in October each participants receive either a bronze, silver or gold award.  We were extremely delighted to once again to receive a Gold Award, which is now proudly displayed in the cemetery chapel.  The judges’ comments are reproduced below:
[bookmark: _Hlk211160965]This lovely old cemetery is clearly very well cared for. There is good information provided for visitors and signage around the cemetery directs visitors to significant graves and other features. The grass is well managed and areas are neatly strimmed, other than a delineated meadow area where it is left to grow long to encourage wild flowers. The main entrance path is very good with other secondary grass paths well defined on our second visit, less so early in the summer. There is a good variety of trees around the boundary and these and various shrubs are well managed, and new planting has added to the variety and beauty of the cemetery. Four benches, all in good condition, are well placed inviting visitors to sit a while, to observe the birds and butterflies and to take time to ponder and reflect. The plan by the entrance identifies points of interest and finger posts are used in the grounds to direct visitors to these features. There are various references to a community of volunteers who work hard maintaining the cemetery, and thanks are due to them for all their hard work and efforts managing and developing this special place.

Remembrance Sunday.  We tidied and spruced up the cemetery for Remembrance Sunday, making sure that the grass was neatly cut.  We put poppies on each of the eleven Commonwealth War Graves.  One of our hard-working volunteers placed hand knitted poppies and even several knitted servicemen, on the roadside railings and they looked splendid! Several purple poppies were also added to commemorate the animals who were killed during war service.
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