27.2.25 Agenda item 13 Cremated Remains Area

Background

The Town Council has been considering establishing a cremated remains section at
Love Lane Cemetery for some time. In 2024, the following resolutions were made:

March 28, 2024 (Resolution 661/24)

o Approve the proposed location and design of the cremated remains section
at Love Lane Cemetery as detailed in the report.

e Instruct The Clerk to draw up a specification based on the design and seek
quotes for its installation..

September 26, 2024 (Resolution 772/24)

e Aworking party was established to oversee the project, including developing
specifications, fees, and regulations. Members: Cllrs Parry, Dodd, and
Johnson.

Proposed Locations
Original Location Approved (March 2024)

o Initially approved at the far end of the cemetery.

¢ Designed as a purpose-built, edged area filled with gravel (see plan).
Alternative Location (Proposed February 2025)

¢ Theinstallation of a new path in March 2024 has created a strip of land between
the new path and row 26 of graves which is too narrow for full-body interments
but could accommodate double depth cremated remains, interred in plots
straight into the ground.

e Concern was raised about whether it would look strange integrating a row of
cremated remains between rows of graves albeit either side of a path.

¢ An alternative use for this space could be for baby graves although it may still be
too narrow for this use.

Working Party Assessment (February 12, 2025)

e The working party visited the site and the majority of councillors concluded that
the proposed alternative location is a better use of space.

e Therevised plan allows the Town Council to maximise its use of available land at
Love Lane Cemetery.

e Therevised plan proposes to space each cremated remains plot at a similar
interval as the graves in the row behind. This means that plots will be more
spaced out than originally proposed in the purpose built area agreed in March
2024. This is necessary to provide access for the public from the paths to graves
behind the cremated remains section and will make grass cutting easier. It will
result in a reduction of plots per row from 42 to 20.(see plan).
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e There would be no cost to the council if this space is used for cremated remains
as it would not require any base stone or kerbing to be introduced.

e This option would be relatively simple to replicate the other side of the path.
Proposed Interment Method

¢ Inkeeping with Love Lane’s status as a lawned cemetery, cremated remains
would be interred directly into the ground.

e Cremated remains plots will only become available once the grave directly
behind the plot in row 26 has been filled. At the time of writing 3 cremated
remains plots would currently be available as there are only 3 graves in row 26.
As row 26 fills up then more plots for cremated remains can be released.

¢ Eachinterment would be marked with a base stone, allowing for a small
headstone to be added later.

o The Town Council would set strict size and design specifications for headstones,
while plot owners could choose the type of stone.

Decision Needed

e Whether to approve the proposed new location or remain with the original
plan for a separate cremated remains section as agreed in March 2024.



