30.10.25 Agenda item 11 Inclusive Play WP Report

Report of the Inclusive Play Working Party

1. Background

The Inclusive Play Working Party comprised of Cllrs Gilchrist, Barker and Cotterell was
established following Cllr Barker’s motion to explore installing inclusive play equipment at
Wem Recreation Ground.

At its first meeting (29 July 2025) the group identified potential external
representatives, discussed inclusive play concepts, highlighted possible equipment,
considered funding sources and agreed next steps.

At the second meeting (27 August 2025), following a site visit, the group discussed
equipment with representative from Wem SEN Hub, agreed a phased delivery
approach and tasked the Clerk and external representatives with seeking quotations
and researching options.

The third meeting (1 October 2025) focused on reviewing quotations and feedback,
and confirmed specific recommendations for Council consideration. Play panels were
selected as follows Inside John Dromgool play area - Communication board and
Sensory Totem. Outside the play area 4 in a row game (images overleaf)

2. Recommendations to Council

The Inclusive Play Working Party recommends that Wem Town Council:

1.

Approves the installation of a basket swing to replace the junior swing unit in the
John Dromgool Play Area in 2025-26.

Approves seeking quotations and progressing installation of the selected play
panels in 2025-26.

Allocates up to £5,700 from the play equipment budget (with balance from
Neighbourhood Fund) to fund Phase 1.

Agrees to make provision in the 2026-27 budget for a pendulum swing, subject to
costings and site confirmation. Indicative costs are that the Town Council would
need to budget between £14,000 and £16,000 for this item this cost is partly is due to
the chosen location being very wet and would require additional groundworks to
deal with this.

Agree that inclusivity is a fundamental consideration in the selection of new play
equipment in the future.
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2025-26 works

Replace with Basket Swing (frame remains)

Current Junior Swing unit

Play Panels 2025-26
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Sensory Totem Pole

4 In A Row Play Panel
(Double Sided - 1.6m high)

(Large Panel 1200mm x 800mm)

Communication panel
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Pendulum Swing (2026-27)




