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     A Modest Tax Increase  

 

WORTH A PAT ON THE BACK?  
 
IF, twelve months ago, the slow handclap was in order for councillorsô efforts, then surely 
a ñWell doneò is not out of place over Wem Town Councilôs latest budget. 
   Why? Because last January councillors were fixing a precept showing a 9 percent in-
crease on the previous figure, whereas their latest deliberations have produced a modest 
increase of just 1.8 percent in the precept for the new financial year, 2010/2011.  
   In bald terms, the council anticipates a net outlay in the coming year of £216,176 ða 
rise of just £7,000 compared with the current spending.  
   Members recently went through their annual estimates with the proverbial fine -
toothcomb before finally announcing: ñThe Town Council has very limited resources and 
in setting its budget councillors were anxious to keep any increase in its precept to a 
minimum, in view of the current economic climate and the criticism it received last year, 
when the precept was raised by 9 percent.ò   

   A contribution to Wem Sports and Social Asso-

ciation remains a major annual item and its esti-
mate for the coming year, accepted and ap-

proved by councillors, at £19,650 was £2,000 
more than in the current year.  

   But then the Town Council and the Sports As-

sociation work hand-in-hand in the maintenance 
of the all -encompassing Recreation Ground, plus 

six play areas and public open spacesðand the 
Love Lane cemetery. 

   Work with the associationôs volunteers on 
these important aspects of local community life 

also involves the employment of a full -time 

groundsman and a relief litter collector. Yes, the 
Recreation Ground especially needs plenty of the

-morning-after attention to keep it clean and 
tidy!  

   Pruned     

   Otherwise, the list of groups applying and con-
sidered for grant was pruned somewhat and the 

amount given to a wide --ranging set of local  
organisations kept at this yearôs level, with the 

aim of helping to keep the inevitable rise in the 
final council tax precept as low as possible.  

   This was also the thinking behind the decision 

not to programme any additional street lighting 
in the coming year and to meet from balances 

the approximate cost of £10,000 to upgrade the 

lighting  between Somerset Way and Lowe Hill 
Road, although it was agreed to include £16,800 

to run and maintain those other street lights 
outside Shropshire Councilôs responsibility. 

   Councillors were pleased to grant £1,700 to 

help volunteers in their maintenance of the    
Millennium Green in Aston Street and  £1,800 to 

the comparatively new organisation, the Friends 
of Whitchurch Road Cemetery, warmly praising 

both groups for their ñsterling work.ò 
   Councillors declared themselves very mindful 

of the positive welcome given to the recent re -

opening of the Town Hall and agreed to       
continue to support the Community Trust       

involved in the project with a grant of        
£20,000ðthe same as in the current year.  

   The Town Councilôs own administration costs 

of about £76,000 look sizeable, but cover such 
items as salaries of a full-time clerk and part -

time assistant and management expenses on 
insurances, election expenses, office equipment, 

telephone and room hire. There is also the ser-
vicing of a website promoting the town and 

grants towards the Christmas lighting (£3,000) 

and the planting up and maintenance of the     
floral planters (also £3,000).  



DECISIONS,             
    DECISIONS!  
 
 
TOWN councillors had some difficult decisions 
at their annual budget meeting when it came to 
making grants to deserving local organisations 
and  projects. 
   The list of potential recipients had to be 
pared down and when it was put before mem-
bers the amounts recommended were pegged 
at the existing levels. 
    One bid in particular sorely tested what           
remained of councillorsô festive spirits! 
    The request of Wem Christmas Festival,         
organisers of the townôs Christmas lighting and 
late night shopping event, for £16,000 aid in 
the coming year proved highly optimistic. In the 
event and after a great deal of soul-searching 
the Town Council approved a grant unchanged 
at £3,000. 
    There was also no change in the £1,000 
granted to Wem Eckford Sweet Pea Society, 
organisers of the annual crowd-pulling sweet 
pea weekend, or in the £2,000 given to Wem 
Carnivalðyet another  local crowd pleaser. 
    As reported elsewhere, the comparatively 
new group, Friends of Whitchurch Road   
Cemetery, was granted £1,800 to help in its 
work of transforming the cemetery, while 
£1,700 was allocated to volunteer groups car-
ing for the  Millennium Green in Aston Street. 
    The local Youth Centre was again the       
recipient of £3,000. 
    The Town Council has established the   
practice of assisting two community facilities        
infamously axed by the former district council, 
only to be revived with the help of sums like 
the £20,000 again granted to Wem Town Hall 
and the £30,000 to the swimming pool. 
    Other recipients of grants included:       
Mythstories Museum £200; Wem Army Cadets 
£200; Baptist Church Holiday Club £200; Wem 
Scouts and Guidesô HQ Management        
Committee £300; Wem Civic Society £300; the 
Jubilee Band £250.      
     

A CASH BOOST 
FORé.. 

WEM TOWN HALL ð£20,000 

MILLENNIUM GREEN ð£1,700 

    YOUTH CENTREð£3,000 

    SWIMMING POOL ð£30,000 



NOW IS NOT THE 
TIME  
THE economic climate has forced Wem 
Town Council to put an  honour intended for 
former Town Mayors on ice. 
   Councillors have previously agreed on the 
provision of badges for past holders of the 
Mayorôs position at a cost of about Ã1,250, 
plus VAT. 
   However, when it came to the crunch at 
the recent budget meeting members agreed 
that while the badges would be ña nice ges-
ture,ò they were not affordable at present. 

So purchase was deferred. 
   One small consolation for former Mayors: 
they willðlike Honorary Townspeopleï be 
invited to civic functions.  
   There also has to be continued delay in 
extra public seating on the Recreation 
Ground, for which in the past the Town 
Council has included £5,000 in its estimates. 
   The matter will be discussed later in the 
year. Meanwhile, it has been suggested that 
people could be invited to make donations 
to extra seating and that grant funding 
might be available through the Local Joint 
Committee. 

TWO new members to represent the West Ward have been welcomed 
on Wem Town Council, both gaining their seats by quite different 
routes. 
   Vacancies were caused by the resignations in close order of      
Councillor Mrs Maureen Herring and Councillor Mrs Pam Highmore. 
   The requisite 10 electors called for an election to fill Mrs Herringôs 
place on the Town Council. There wasnôt the same request in respect 
of Mrs Highmoreôs seat, which meant her successor needed to be 
found by co-option from a number of townspeople expressing an inter-
est in serving. 
   The election in mid-December resulted in Mr Peter Broomhall (above right) winning 
ahead of four other candidates. He and his family have lived in the Wem area for over 40 

years. He served on the former North Shropshire District Council for 
nine years and is a member of several local committees and commu-
nity groups 
    Said Mr Broomhall: ñI feel passionately about our town. Wem is a 
great place in which to live and the Town Council plays a vital role in 
our community.ò 
    For the record, the result of polling for Mrs Herringôs council seat 
was: Peter Broomhall 178 (elected); Philip Edward Glover 153, Ian 
Richard Deakin (British National Party) 59; Gillian Rose Skinner 55, 

Michael Kevin Dawson 42. 
    The other newcomer to the Town Council is Mr Philip Glover, chosen in January from a 
list of four submitting their names for co-option to the council, having earlier only narrowly 
missed actually being elected to the council (see above). 
    Shrewsbury-born, he had a varied careerðincluding a spell in the RAFðbefore moving 
to Wem some 17 years ago with wife Claire to run Martins the Newsagents. Then in 1999 
they started their own business, Glovers News, first in Aston Street and more recently in 
High Street. 
    Phil has raised substantial sums through sponsored cycling, running and climbing chal-
lenges in aid of Diabetes UK as he and Claire have a daughter with type 1 diabetes, 
    Says Phil: ñI have listened to public opinions every day for the last 17 years and feel 
that it is time to air these community ideas and concerns within a council, which is pushing 
to highlight aspects of our town.ò 

    INTRODUCING A NEW DUO 

     PASSIONATE ABOUT WEM  


