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     Plan For 20mph Zone     
 

 APPLYING THE BRAKES  
QUITE intensive talks between the Town Council and Shropshire Council have 
brought  a 20mph speed zone, mainly covering the town centre, a big step closer. 
A couple of new pedestrian crossings could also be on the drawing board.  

    The Town Council in September          
expressed strong support for the county   
authorityôs plan for the 20mph restriction in 
certain partsðbut with a few provisos, in-
cluding pressure for a new pedestrian  
crossing to supplement the one existing out-
side The Castle Hotel in High Street, as well 
as a long-called-for crossing in Mill Street. 
    Proposals are for a 20mph restriction   
encircling the town centre starting from:  
§ Near the Adams School house at the 

western end of High Street 
§ In Park Road near its junction with 

New Street 
§ In New Street near the Park Road 

junction 
§ In Aston Street outside the         

Mythstories Museum 
§ In Drawwell Lane near its Chapel 

Street/Leek Street      
junction.  

   There is also a proposal for 
the 20mph measure to be      
applied in the direction of the 
town centre from the car park 
entrance in Mill Street. 
   But the Town Council wants 
this particular proposal to be re -
considered and the suggested 
20mph limit made to cover a  
larger section of Mill Street by 
imposing it from outside 37 Mill 
Street, just before the (newer) 
bridge over the River Roden. 

Councillors suggest that for traffic entering 
the town this is ña natural slowing down 
pointò just before the former Wem Mill and 
the historic old, narrow bridge over the Back 
Brook.  
          Long Standing Request  
   As for the new pedestrian crossings being 
talked about, the favoured one is in High 
Street just west (outside Georgeôs Fish and 
Chip Shop) of the Chapel Street junction. 
   And pressure is being applied for a similar 
crossing in Mill Street close to Roden Lodge 
sheltered housing. Says the Town Council: 
ñSuch a crossing has been requested for 
many years for residents to cross Mill Street 
in safety and also to divert them away from 
the very narrow pavement in Mill Street 
leading to the junction with High Street.ò 

   A week-long exhibition of 
the 20mph proposals was   
recently staged in the Library 
and Learning Centre and the 
publicôs written responses 
showed a small majority   
supported the scheme,      
believing a 20mph town cen-
tre restriction to be ña good 
idea.ò 
   The existing 20mph ñhome 
zone,ò designated a few 
years ago to cover Barnard 
Street and The Grove, will not 
be affected by any decision 
on the latest proposals.  

 HIGH STREET: Deserving       

of another pedestrian   

crossing? 



ñExceptional and 
Committed       
Serviceò 
RECOGNITION at the Civic Service of 
Mr Jenkins as an Honorary Townsman 
was for his contribution to Wemôs sport-
ing and recreation facilities. 
   Said Mr Jenkinsô proposer, Councillor 
Chris Mellings: ñLarryôs role for well over 
ten years has been as the Sports and 
Social Associationôs works supervisor, 
ensuring on a day-to-day basis that the 
sporting and recreation  facilities in our 
town are in top condition and fit for 
useða role, I have to say, he excels at!ò 
   Also, working with groundsman John 
Ralphs, he ensured local play areas and    
public open spaces were in good condi-
tion and kept tidy  
   Councillor Mellings added: ñAs a Town 
Council we have also benefited from his 
knowledge and straightforward no               

nonsense approach.ò  
   And speaking directly to Mr Jenkins, 
he said: ñAs a community we appreciate 
the exceptional commitment you have 
given to Wem over the years and are 
pleased to recognise it with this       
Honorary Townsman Award.ò 
       (Photos:  Mike Norman)  

LOCAL authority members and officers, represen-
tatives of Wemôs many organisations and other 
distinguished guests were welcomed by the Mayor 
and Mayoress, Councillor Douglas Cooley and his 
wife, Jean, at Wem Parish Church.  
   The chance was also taken to officially recognise 
a new Honorary Townsman, Mr Larry Jenkins. 
   The church service was conducted and          
addressed by the Rev Christopher Cooke, Rector 
of Wem and the Mayorôs Chaplain. Lessons were 
read by the Mayor and Mrs Jane Drummond, 
Town Council clerk. Organist and choirmaster was 
Mr Douglas Dytor, who also conducted the church 
choir in the anthem, Be Still in the Presence of the 
Lord.  
   The offertory was for the Parish Churchôs      
proposed new Town window.   

THE WORD: Mayor Council-
lor Cooley at the lectern, 
reading a lesson 

HONOURED GUEST: Mr Jenkins (right)     
accepts his award from the Town Mayor 

  Mayor leadsé. 

    TWO-FOLD CIVIC PRIDE  



Controversial Housing Plan for Quiet Lane Site  

A HOST OF  
REASONS FOR  
SAYING NO  
TOWN councillors have spent more time 

discussing a potentially controversial plan-
ning application than on any other applica-

tion in the recent past.  

   Debate was sparked by a request from 
Shropshire Homes Ltd to county planners 
for permission for the building of up to 12 
houses, formation of a new vehicular access 
and visibility splay with estate roads in a  
social housing scheme on land next to       
Carwynan in Church Lane on the townôs 
eastern boundary. 
   At the time of The Bulletin going to press 
the application was awaiting a decision by 
the new Shropshire Councilôs planning body.                   
   The application was described in the   
minutes as having had ña very lengthy    
discussionò with councillors expressing   
concerns about over-development of the 
site, its unsuitable edge-of-town location, 
the danger of extra traffic on a narrow road  
carrying ñquiet laneò designation, and noise 
nuisance. 

   The outcome: a resolution to strongly   
object to the application as land outside 
Wemôs permitted development area. 
   Town Council objections came under four 
main points: 
   1 Members considered this Church Lane 
site to be totally unsuitable for affordable 
housing proposed in the application as it 
was on the townôs outskirts, a considerable 
distance from any amenities such as shops 
and play areas. 
   2  Twelve homes were considered over-
development of this small site and out of 
character with the adjacent Church Lane 
properties. 
   3  The site was immediately next to an 
industrial estate (indeed, in the past there 
had been numerous complaints about noise 
nuisance from the estate).  
   4  Narrow Church Lane was well used by 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders and      
unsuitable for the extra traffic which would 
be generated by the proposed housing     
estate. 
   To strengthen its opposition still further 
the Town Council expressed concerns about 
any developments taking place to the east 
of the railway level crossing because of the 
increasing traffic delays already at the level 
crossing.  

NOT just one, but two new councillors are being sought for the Town 
Councilôs west ward. 
   The need to fill two casual vacancies follows the resignation of, first, 
Councillor Mrs Maureen Herring and then of Councillor Mrs Pam     
Highmore, both for personal and family reasons, 
   Mrs Herring joined the Town Council in the summer of 2003. Mrs 
Highmore was Mayor at the time, having become a councillor about  
1993. 
   In both cases local government rules allow ten electors to request 
within a specified time the Shropshire Council-based Returning Officer 
to hold an election to fill the vacancy .  

   In the case of Mrs Herringôs council seat an election has indeed 
been scheduled, voting possibly taking place on Thursday,          
December 17. However, should there not be any valid nomination a 
poll will not be necessary and the Town Council will be asked to fill 
the vacancy by co-option, choosing from a list of anyone applying.  
   But it is too early for The Bulletin to be able to say if an election is 
being called for in the aftermath of Mrs Highmoreôs resignation. The 
position will become clearer in the near future . 

              PAM 

           MAUREEN 



 
WEM TOWN COUNCIL meets on the last Thursday of every monthðexcept 
in Decemberð in the Senior Club, Chapel Street, at 7.15pm. The council always wel-
comes electorsô comments and suggestions and has time designated at the start of each 
monthly meeting for questions from any members of the public caring to attend . 
 

THE PRESENT TOWN COU NCIL MEMBERSHIP IS : 
 
EAST WARD :            Tel                    E-mail  

 
Douglas Cooley   Charleston, The Plantation, SY4 5TL    236654  d.d.cooley@btinternet.com 
Pauline Dee            17, Chapel Street, SY4 5ER       233037 paulinedee@btinternet.com 
Mandy Meakin        5, Station Road, SY4 5BJ       234834 
Chris Mellings        37, Kynaston Drive, SY4 5DE      234877  chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk 
Clive Shingler         Lower Lacon Caravan Park, SY4 5JD 232376  clive@llcp.co.uk 
Edward Towers     8, Fismes Way, SY4 5YD      235283  edwardtowers@btinternet.com 
Nancy Wilson         7, Cordwell Park, SY4 5BD      233563 
 

WEST WARD:  
 
Thelma Broom        27 Isherwood Way       234962 
Peggy Carson        70, Station Road, SY4 5BL                233581 
Chris Keane         5, Market Street, SY4 5EA      236002  ckeaneuk@aol.com 
John Murray           6, Marlcroft, SY4 5AN                  232007   jon.murray@northshropshiredc.gov.uk  
Les Phillips       Samwyn, Moreton St, Prees, SY13 2EQ 01948-840882   
*Two vacancies  

 
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLORS  
 
Chris Mellings        37 Kynaston Drive, SY4 5DE         234877 chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk 
Pauline Dee      17 Chapel Street, SY4 5ER                233037 paulinedee@btinternet.com 

                
THE North Shropshire District Council ceased to exist in April 2009 and its 
place was taken by the new unitary Shropshire Council.  
   Electors in the re -shaped Wem Division ðit now includes, Wem Rural and  
Whixall ðwent to the polls in June and voted in two members as above.  
 
CLERK AND TREASURER : Jane Drummond, Town Council Office, 8, Maypole Court, 
High Street, SY4 5AAðtel 232733. E-mail: info@wem.gov.  
 

ON THE MOVEé. 
 
WEM Town Council will be an authority on 
the move next year. Well partially, anyway. 
   It is preparing a £30-per-session block 
booking for use of the council chamber at 
Edinburgh House, HQ of the  former North 
Shropshire District Council and now         
administered by the new Shropshire    
Council, for its full monthly meetings. 
   However, councillors have been quick to 
acknowledge the help and hospitality the 
Senior Club has extended to the Town 
Council in allowing it to use its Chapel 
Street clubroom for monthly meetingsðan 

arrangement that will 
continue until next 
April.  
   And of course, the 
Town Councilôs office 
for its day-to-day 
business remains at 
8 Maypole Court 
(pictured). 
   Some councillors 
thought the  
refurbished Town 
Hall a possible venue for full council      
meetings, but it is understood that the hall 
will not have a room set aside for this kind of 
use. 


