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THE chequered life of and indeed the saga of Wem Swimming Pool has taken another
significant twist & for the second time in five years.

It was a potentially serious blow when only recently the then operating firm, the
Shrewsbury-based Wem Swimming Centre Ltd, decided to call it a day as far as the Butler

Sports Centre facility was concerned.

However, l andl ord Wem Town Counci |, hol der of
i mpl ementation with a significant annual grant,
future and in a special statement reveal ed: iDe
with an alternative provider who will, in partnership with the Town Council, be able to

develop and run the facility for the future.o
The Town Counci |l 6s c h efar-prefit trust @iready opeeatingfour e, a not
Shropshire | eisure centres and with fia proven record

In the interim local councillors have been keen
to stress how the Town Council remained deeply
committed to providing a publicly available
swimming facility in Wem & and working hard to
achieve this aim.

Councillors also expressed thanks to Ms Glynis
Sheppard, managing director of the limited
company running the pool since the summer of
2005, for her commitment to the pool and
wished her well in any future ventures.

For her part Ms Sheppardo with her steward-
ship of the pool nearing its endd in a public no-
tice thanked swimmers for their loyalty over the
last five years.

Now, the Town Council is working with Teme
Leisure and also involving the invaluable
Friends of Wem Pool group to try and achieve a
smooth changeover.

Action was forced on the Town Council rather

sooner than expected, when Ms Sheppard felt
unable to keep the pool open beyond the week-
end of May 8/9.

The Town Council regretted the decision and in
a Press release anticipated that the pool might
have to stay closed for a short time while
negotiations with Teme Leisure were completed.

Obviously, local councillorsd and indeed
townspeopled wish for these talks to go
swimmingly!

Certainly, there is no desire to return to the
traumatic months following the former pool
operator, North Shropshire District Council,
deciding to close the amenity in a costcutting
exercise.

This was the controversial move which led to
bitter campaigning and eventually opened the
door to the kind of private management that has
operated for the past five years.



THE Q For Quality logo alongsideThe Bul |l et i nds
WE M TOW itle masthead is a source of double pride for
Wem Town Council.

CO U N C I L It comes with the announcement by Town Mayor

Councillor Douglas Cooley that the council has
E I: F E CT I VE succeeded in applying for re -accreditation of its
Quiality Status.
Four years ago the Wem authority became the
AN D first in North Shropshire to attain the status. Now,
it is ground -breaking again with the Shropshire
EFFICIENT Association of Town and Pari sh
accreditation panel giving it a four -year extension
of the award.

Said the Mayor: o0The council has worked very h
tain the high standards required of the Quality
He added: oMy thanks go to Councillor Chris Me

and to the town clerk (Mrs Jane Drummond) for her dedication and diligence in keeping
abreast of the ever -changing rules and regulations in the operation of the Town Coun-
cil . o
The successful presentation to the Panel included an additional requirement of adop-
tion of a O0Training Statement of I ntentd ensuri
ted to professional development and that their community would benefit from continu-
ously improving standards.

Said a Shropshire Association spokesperson: 0T
Wem Town Council has proved it can communicate with and deliver services to the local
community in an effective and efficient manner.

nMY OTHER
VEHI CLEOS A

THESE days Town Council groundsman John Ralphs is to be
seen driving a veritable Rolls Royce of a machine, or to be exact, -
a Ransomes Highway cylinder mower with outstanding

performance, manoeuvrability and productivity as its hallmarks.

Al so, according to t heCemefoothalk
bota engine gives power and reliability and with  pitch because it;
a choice of cutting cylinders  provides a su- could not be L] P .
perb finish in parks, on sports fields and road- transported - | #7 V. |
side verges. 0 about the town and the trailing gangs were get-

John recently took possession of the machine t i ng ol d and we woul dndét have
through Wem Sports and Social Association,the t hem i f we had held on to then

Town Council és agent for thefAiGmkebpngnpgobod
maintenance of local play areas, public open He described the acquisition as being ideal for
spaces and the Love Lane cemetery. work not confined to a single area.

The association has a machinery fund, towhich Al t 6s smashing, doing the Rec
the Town Council annually gives grant aid. half the time it used to take, as well as play

Net cost of the new mower was £25,262 after ar eas and the Love Lane cemete
atrade-i n all owance on t he lafsstolterad d o nd sd awresingge it i s a
trailing gang mower and rotary mower. Evans explained that the machinery fund was

Said association chai rbmainl tMrupAldwerr Etvlaer sy e dirTsh.e ABut
rotary mower was only any good on the Butler now, 0 he added.



FROM a rather untidy recycling bank

N EW L I F E site and lorry park to an attractive
community area/town squaredt hat 6s t he
main aim of a Shropshire Council project,
which has been put out to public

F O R A consultation and taken to Wem Town
Council for memberséo

The area proposed for a considerable

facelift is, of course, ju
main car park approached from High

Street and immediately behind the White

Lion public house.
A I 2 E A 6 t h t A Tha scheme was recently the subject of
a n &?hibition at the local Co-op store and

has also had its bones fleshed out at the

the plan annual Wem parish meeting by Mr H.

Dannatt, group manager of the Shrop-

Vi ews.

on

shire Council ds traffic anct
SN T8 ks TN neering team. Along the way townspeople
v whie Y d il h b t
N Lion b s B B . an counci or s ave een
* (pw) A v v+ . eral terms the existing area does not work
: . * bl *. well and has an untidy appearance. It is

currently put to a variety of uses, which
are not particularly compatible with one
another in one | ocation. o

Townspeople will know that the site has
recycling banks along one edge, a bus
stop and shelter on the opposite side and
lorry parking to the rear.

The current idea is to create a level
open space on the site, laid out to a for-
mal pattern with tarmac paths and buff -
coloured natural aggregate rectangles. It
is also planned to fisoftent
. pearance with two rows of trees and to
. provide several benches

A new bus lay-by would be constructed
adjacent to the main car park entrance
using the existing bus shelter and buses
would be expected to take a circular route
round the car park and exit through the
High Street entrance. In the process the
recycling banks could be relocated
further down the car park towards the
. Bridgefields footpath.

Those planning the project hope that
the re-designed area could be used for
such things as street markets, charity
. events, seasonal events and other
community activities .

Bowling

IT used to be called the Local Pléana10y e ar bl ueprint for the | oclal areab
the unitary Shropshire Council it i8 although basically the same in contehtthe Shropshire Local
Development Framework.

Part of the process is publication of a Development Plan Document (DPD) for the period up to 2026
and public consultation on it is taking place between now and June 25. Key questions relate to possible
development of indicated residential and employment sites.

Computer users can download documents from www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning.nsf and the link,
Planning Policy. Printed or CD versions can be obtained by phoning 0345 6789004 or they can bg seen
at the local library.




CONNIE IS THE
COUNCI LOS CHOI

EM Town Council has welcomed its third new member in as many
monthsd all in the same West Ward of the town.
Earlier this year Mr Peter Broomhall was elected and then Mr Philip Glover
as co-opted by secret ballot to take their seats on the council following the
respective resignations of Councillors Maureen Herring and Pam Highmore.
: Recently, yet another West Ward representative, Councillor Chris Keane,

elected in 2005, resigned for health reasons and with an election not called for by the requisite 10
members of the public the Town Council has filled the vacancy by ceoption.

The successful applicant: Mrs Connie Granger, of Barnfield Avenue, chosen in a secret ballot at

CE

the Town Council 6s May meeting after five applicants
Applying for the vacancy, Mrs Granger wrote: fiBeing
a good working knowledge of what Wem needs. I have a
feel that | could be a useful member of the council

A former High Street shopkeeper in the town, Connie has served on, among other groups, Wem

Chamber of Commerce for six years being chairman for a year at one stage.

WEM TOWN COUNCIL  meets on the last Thursday of every month d except

in Decemberd at Edinburgh House, New Street, at 7.15pm. The council always

wel comes el ectorsé comments and suggest|ons anc

each monthly meeting for questions from any members of the public caring to attend

THE PRESENT TOWN COU  NCIL MEMBERSHIP IS

EAST WARD : Tel Hnall

Douglas Cooley  Charleston, The Plantation, SY4 5TL 236654 d.d.cooley@btinternet.com
Pauline Dee 17, Chapel Street, SY4 5ER 233037

Mandy Meakin 5, Station Road, SY4 5BJ 234834

Chris Mellings 37, Kynaston Drive, SY4 5DE 234877 chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk
Clive Shingler Lower Lacon Caravan Park, SY4 5RP 232376 clive@llcp.co.uk

Edward Towers 8, Fismes Way, SY4 5YD 235283 edwardtowers@btinternet.com
Nancy Wilson 7, Cordwell Park, SY4 5BD 233563

WEST WARD:

Thelma Broom 27 Isherwood Way 234962

Peter Broomhall Sunnyside, 3 Swain Close SY4 5NZ 232573 peterbroomhall@fsmail.net
Peggy Carson 70, Station Road, SY4 5BL 233581

Philip Glover Foxley Villa, Love Lane SY4 5QP 02030911410

Connie Granger 1 Barnfield Avenue SY4 5HT 236460 constancegranger123@btinternet.com
John Murray 6, Marlcroft, SY4 5AN 232007 wemtreacle@mypostoffice.co.uk
Les Phillips Samwyn, Moreton St, Prees, SY13 2EQ 0194840882

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLORS

Chris Mellings 37 Kynaston Drive, SY4 5DE 234877 chris.mellings@shropshire.gov.uk
Pauline Dee 17 Chapel Street, SY4 5ER 233037 pauline.dee@shropshire.gov.uk

CLERK AND TREASURER : Jane Drummond, Town Council Office, 8, Maypole Court,
High Street, SY4 5AAQ tel 232733. E-mail: info@wem.gov.

A COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER, THE BULLETIN, CAN BE
READ ON -LINE, USING THE WEBSITE o}
www.wem.gov.uk




